
Aaron and Abby Schroeder’s antique toy legacy 
concludes with Oct. 14-15 auction of Abby’s Attic Finds 

and a special charity collection*

*The Entertainment Community Fund, formerly 
known as The Actors Fund, will receive the 
proceeds from the charity collection.



VINELAND, N.J. – The Aaron and Abby Schroeder 
American antique toy and bank collection provided 
many exciting moments during auctions conducted 
by Bertoia’s in March and September of 2021. 
Together, the sales brought in $5.7 million, placing 
them in the same prestigious league as the Donald 
Kaufman and Max Berry auctions. Now it is time for 
a postscript to be added to the Schroeder legacy in 
the form of an October 14-15 auction of “Abby’s Attic 
Finds,” with a 100-lot collection directly benefiting the 
nonprofit Entertainment Community Fund (ECF). The 
latter toys were donated by the Schroeders to the 
American Museum of Antique Toys, back in the early 
80s. Bertoia’s has waived its commission allowing the 
charity to receive 100% of the proceeds from the sale 
of the “museum” toys.

Aaron Schroeder (1926-2009) was a legendary 
songwriter and record producer. For 49 years, 
Abby was his partner in life, in business and in toy 
collecting. Together, they wielded influence and 
garnered worldwide respect for their achievements in 
the music industry and for their philanthropic efforts. 
The Entertainment Community Fund, formerly known 
as The Actors Fund, became their charity of choice, 
and for a personal reason.
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For the last five years of his life, Aaron resided 
happily at The Actors Fund Home, an assisted 
living, memory care and nursing home facility that 
is operated by the ECF and located on a beautiful 
6-acre campus in Englewood, New Jersey. There, 
Aaron received incomparable medical and nursing 
care, and enjoyed the company of many other 
residents who had been part of the entertainment 
industry. But as Abby noted, Aaron joined the 
community and enjoyed the comradery of folks with 
similar interests. 
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“The Actors Fund Home, and all other programs 
either established and/or administered by ECF, are 
available to anyone who works in any area of the 
entertainment world, whether they’re a major star or a 
box office employee at a legitimate theater. If they’re 
part of the industry, they can come to the fund for 
help,” she said. 

It is easy to see why the ECF is so close to Abby’s 
heart. The nonprofit assists members of the 
entertainment community with health insurance and 
has a medical suite in partnership with Mt. Sinai 
Hospital at their Times Square offices. It is open 
day and night, which is a help to those who work on 
Broadway and other New York City entertainment 
centers. The ECF also maintains subsidized 
apartment buildings in Manhattan and Brooklyn as 
well as housing in Hollywood.
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ECF can even help with emergency funding for rent, 
education, and all manner of emergencies, Abby 
said – “and that includes, of all things, shoes. Some 
in our industry actually run down their shoes looking 
for work, so for more than 135 years,if anyone needs 
shoes, they can come to the ECF for money to buy a 
new pair.”

The 500-lot auction of Abby’s Attic Finds, coupled 
with the seperate 100-lot charity collection to benefit 
the ECF – will feature nearly 150 mechanical banks, 
a large assortment of still banks ranging from animals 
to buildings to safes; 50+ horse-drawn toys, two 
dozen cast-iron toys and novelties ranging from 
marble games to floor trains, and more than 70 
penny toys, which will be apportioned into 25 group 
lots.
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Additionally, there will be 37 lots of European toys 
including trains, wind-ups, Lehmanns and Martins; 
22 group lots of cap bombs and cap shooters; and a 
large assortment of painted glass candy containers, 
including two dozen high-end lots highlighted by an 
extremely rare kaleidoscope. There will also be 50 
lots of early American tin and clockwork toys, with 
several boxed examples and some stand-out pieces 
that one would only see in an advanced collection.
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Like most of the influential old-school collectors, 
Aaron and Abby searched high and low for toys and 
banks. During their decades-long collecting journey, 
on occasion they were presented with the opportunity 
to purchase a small collection, which often included 
toy parts. They knew how important such parts might 
be later on. When Bertoia’s team cleared the shelves 
and closets of toys and banks at the Schroeders’ 
expansive Massachusetts private museum last year, 
they discovered a marvelous array of project toys, 
parts and pieces.

To invigorate collectors and provide them with 
a challenge, Bertoia’s will present unusual and 
interesting group lots of these pieces. Among the 
examples are an original American tin gun turret for 
the ultra-rare Monitor gunboat, several unassembled 
Ives stump speaker toys (wood bases, clockwork 
motors, and loose figures), hand-painted German 
tin figurines from an M&K carrousel, and many other 
esoteric toys and go-alongs.
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Additionally, like any collection whose toys number 
into the thousands, there are some very early buys 
that did not meet the condition requirement to qualify 
them for the museum Aaron and Abby planned to 
open. These toys will be presented during the charity 
collection of the sale in themed lots. That is, instead 
of selling a Hubley circus wagon, a Schoenhut 
hobo figure, and a McLoughlin Bros circus book as 
individual lots, they will be offered together in a “Step 
Up to the Big Top” lot of mixed circus-theme pieces. 
Along the same lines, there will be Popeye and 
Disney lots with component items ranging from cast 
iron to paper to wood to tin. An “Off to the Races lot” 
will include a sulky horse-drawn toy, a Dashing Horse 
still bank, a Jockey Race tin toy, and other equine-
related items.
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Bertoia Auctions’ president and principal auctioneer 
Michael Bertoia observed, “Our goal with these 
particular lots is to provide an opportunity for a new 
bidder to begin a collection based on the theme 
content rather than the general category of the 
collectible itself, such as cast iron or pressed steel.”

Bertoia’s October 14-15, 2022 Toy Auction featuring 
a special collection of 100 lots benefiting The 
Entertainment Community Fund will take place at 
the company’s gallery located at 2141 DeMarco 
Drive, Vineland, NJ 08360. Live attendance is limited 
and by reservation only. In-gallery previews are by 
appointment only. Bid absentee, by phone, or live 
online through Bertoia Live or LiveAuctioneers. 
For additional information, to reserve a seat at 
the gallery, or to make an appointment to preview 
the collection, please call 856-692-1881, email 
toys@bertoiaauctions.com or visit Bertoia’s online: 
www.bertoiaauctions.com.
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Bertoia’s welcomes enquiries from potential consignors, whether it’s 
to discuss an entire collection or a single high-quality item. Bertoia’s 
family-owned and operated auction house has 30 years of specialty 

experience with antique and vintage toys, banks, trains, antique 
advertising, and holiday collectibles. The selling process is easy 
and straightforward, with complete accountability for consigned 

items throughout the entire process. All discussions with potential 
consignors are kept strictly confidential.

Betty Comden, Rachel Schroeder, Lauren Bacall and Adolph Green 
celeberating in Stockbridge, Massachusetts

Aaron at home enjoying one of his favorite toy trains!


